SAFER 1st Annual Meeting – Athens, 27-29 June 2007

Message from the Organizers

Athens, 3 April 2007

Dear SAFER partners, 

The Steering Committee of the SAFER Project announces that the first annual SAFER meeting is planned to be held in Athens, from Wednesday 27th to Friday 29th of June 2007, under the organizational responsibility of the Institute of Geodynamics, National Observatory of Athens. 
The meeting venue will be the Electra Hotel (27th June) and Electra Palace Hotel (28th and 29th June), a 5-star property in the picturesque quarter of Plaka, the most traditional neighbourhood of Athens, just 5 minutes walking distance from Syntagma Square Metro Station, Athens downtown. The venue is also located at a walking distance from the main classical archaeological sites, such as Akropolis, Thission and Pnyka, as well as the Greek Parliament Building, the National Garden, the Flee Market area (known as Monastiraki) and the National Observatory of Athens.

Hotel room reservations should be done by completing special reservation forms for either the Electra Palace Hotel or its sister Electra Hotel which is located only 3 minutes walking distance from the exit of the Syntagma Square Metro Station. We have made special arrangement so that for participants who will stay in either of the two hotels, the room rates will include lunch for the 27th, 28th and 29th of June. On the SAFER web page (http://www.saferproject.net/) you will find reservation forms for these two hotels along with details regarding the hotel rates and reservation procedures. 
You can reach Syntagma Square from the Eleftherios Venizelos Athens Airport by Metro.  From the exit of the airport you get the metro to Syntagma Square. The metro fare is 6 Euros, and the time needed to reach Syntagma Square is about 25 min.  Alternatively, from the exit of the airport you may get the public shuttle bus (No. x95) to Syntagma Square. The bus ticket costs 3,2 Euros, and the time needed is about 1 hour, depending on the traffic. The final option is by taxi, which costs around 30-35 Euros. 

You may considerer that the annual meeting of the research project SEAHELLARC is scheduled to take place in Athens from 25th to 26th of June 2007, which provides  possibilities for some interaction between the two projects. In addition, during 28th and 29th SAFER WP’s meetings would be possible when the assembly decides to split in groups. In particular, a meeting of WP4 will take place at the venue the afternoon or evening of 26th. 

The Institute of Geodynamics looks forward to welcoming you to Athens for a pleasant and productive stay. For any further information or help, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Katerina Orfanogiannaki, a post-graduate student involved in SAFER: tel. +30-210-3490123, e-mail: korfanogiannaki@gmail.com and kOrfanogiannaki@freemail.gr
On behalf of the SAFER Steering Committee

Best wishes

Gerassimos A. Papadopoulos

Institute of Geodynamics, NOA

